


headquarters

group8
architecture & urban planning
Philibert-de-Sauvage 37
1219 Châtelaine Genève
Switzerland

t. +41 22 560 88 88
info@group8.ch
www.group8.ch

asia office

group8asia
16B Dang Thai Mai
Tay Ho Dist. Hanoi 
Vietnam

t +84 4 62 58 18 68
info@group8asia.com
www.group8asia.com

representative office singapore

51 Goldhill Plaza #21-07
Singapore 308900
Singapore

t. +65 64 64 17 27 
info@group8asia.com

representative office usa

meridian group8
1140 Broadway
New York, NY 1001
usa

t. +1 212 431 86 43
info@meridiangroup8.com







Founded in 2000, and consisting of 9 partners and a team 	
comprising some 70 employees, group8 is an architectural firm 
whose R&D priorities are to redefine a number of boundaries 	
in design. For each project, the aim is to come up with a specific 
configuration that best fits the context, the programme, and the 
social and environmental framework.

Since 2003, group8 has won many high-profile competitions, 
including the building designed for relocating the Etat de Genève’s 
environmental department, as well as the international contest for 
WTO’s delocalised HQ extension in Geneva. The firm has gained 
considerable experience in cooperating with public project owners 
such as FIPOI, WTO, ICRC, Etat de Genève, Ville de Genève, 
while also carrying out many private projects.

In 2007 the firm created its branch group8asia, based in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, in order to develop its Asian projects. In 2009, it won 
the international contest Punggol Public Housing in Singapore, 
comprising over 1800 units. group8’s projects are regularly pre-	
sented in many publications in Switzerland and abroad. In 2010, 
it was nominated for the Distinction Romande d’Architecture.

Aiming to innovate and produce creative strategies, group8 focuses 
on objects that can set the standard at all levels, in terms of 
economic and environmental efficiency. Integrating a cultural added 
value within each project is part of all actions and discussions 
within the team. group8’s workshop culture contributes to in-	
creasing satisfaction and synergies through teamwork at both 
local and international level.

Laurent Ammeter	 Architect ETS	 1970
Adrien Besson	 Architect EPFL-SIA, 	 1969
	 ingénieur civil ETS, 	
	 Doctor of Science 
Tarramo Broennimann	 Architect IAUG-SIA	 1971
Manuel Der Hagopian	 Architect IAUG-AGA	 1971
Grégoire Du Pasquier	 Architect EPFL-SIA-AGA	 1970
Oscar Frisk	 Architect EPFL-ETS-SIA	 1972
François de Marignac	 Architect EPFL-AGA	 1969
Christophe Pidoux	 Architect EPFL	 1969
Daniel Zamarbide	 Architect IAUG-SIA	 1972
	
Didier Collin	 Architect EPFL-ETS-SIA	 1978
Blaise Fontaine	 Architect HES	 1979
Christian Giussoni	 Architect EPFL	 1975
Grégoire Thomas	 Architect IAUG-ETS	 1972
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partners

associates



since 2007 	 World Trade Organization Headquarters, Geneva, 
Switzerland, massive transformation	
client: FIPOI, WTO	

	 cost: confidential	

since 2007	 Collective housing, Vernier, Geneva, Switzerland	
client: Implenia

	 cost: 30 mioCHF 

2007 - 2008	 Red Houses, Residential development, 	
Crans-sous-Voies 1, Vaud, Switzerland, private client

	 cost: confidential

2007 - 2008	 White Houses, Residential development, 	
Crans-sous-Voies 2, Vaud, Switzerland, private client          

	 cost: confidential

2007 	 Residential building, les Grottes, Geneva, Switerland 
client: CODHA	
cost: 6 mioCHF

since 2007	 Andermatt, high standard houses, Andermatt, Uri, 
Switzerland, client: ORASCOM	           

	 cost: confidential

since 2007	 Bamboo and Coral, two residential buildings in 
Chandieu, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
client: A&A Real Estate Grand-Pré SA

	 cost: 48 mioCHF

2006 - 2007	 Industrial building, Satigny, Geneva, Switzerland	
client: private	
cost: confidential

2005 - 2006 	 CICG, International Conference Centre Geneva, 	
interior refurbishing, Geneva, Switzerland 	
client: FIPOI	
cost: 33 mioCHF

2005 	 Study for the reassignment of former SIG (Services 
Industriels de Genève) sites, Geneva, Switzerland, 
client: City of Geneva	
cost: confidential

Since 2004	 Avenue de France Administrative Building, Geneva, 	
Switzerland,client: FIPOI	
cost: 55 mioCHF

2004 - 2006 	 Three residential buildings in Bulle, Fribourg, 	
Switzerland, client: Ambiance & architecture	
cost: 24 mioCHF

2004 - 2007	 Four residential buildings in Gland, Vaud, 	
Switzerland, client: Constructions Perret SA	
cost: 30 mioCHF

since 2003 	 Green House, relocation of the State of Geneva’s 
environmental services Geneva 	
client: State of Geneva	
cost: 50 mioCHF

2000 - 2004 	 Slatkine Reprints, administrative building 	
in Chavannes-de-Bogis, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
client : Slatkine Reprints SA	
cost: 10 mioCHF		             

 
1998 - 2002 	 4-star Hotel, 30 rooms, Nyon, Vaud, Switzerland	

client: private	
cost: 7 mioCHF

2010	 Geneva new offices designed by group8

2010	 Hanoi new offices designed by group8asia

since 2010	 Offices and industrial hall, Oerlikon, Zurich, 	
Switzerland, client: A&A Liegenschaften Zürich

	 cost: confidential	

since 2010	 Housing in Freienbach
	 client: A&A Liegenschaften Zürich
	 cost: confidential	

since 2010	 Diplomatic Towers, Hanoi, Vietnam, 600 apartments 
and commercial areas, client: Phu My Land / Icon4

	 cost: 80 mio$

since 2010	 JTI Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland	
client: Japan Tobacco International

	 cost: confidential	

since 2009	 3 residential buildings in Troinex, Geneva, Switzer-
land, client: commune de Troinex

	 cost: 18 mioCHF

since 2009	 Punggol Waterfront, social housing, 	
1’800 apartments, Singapore

	 client: Housing and Development Board (HDB)
	 cost: 280 mio$

since 2009	 Masterplan La Chapelle-Les Sciers, Plan-les-Ouates, 
Geneva Switzerland

	 client: DGAT, commune de Plan- les-Ouates
	 cost: confidential		            

since 2009	 Visitor’s centre, MICR-ICRC, International Committee 
of the Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland, 

	 client: MICR-ICRC
	 cost: 12 mioCHF

since 2009	 Coalimex office building, Hanoi, Vietnam	
client: Vinacomin – coal import export joint stock 
company

	 cost: confidential

2009	 Gardens on Skyline, Hancom, Hanoi, Vietnam	
client: Hanoi Investment & Business Development 
Joint Stock Company

	 cost: confidential

2009	 FPT Hoa Lac High Tech Park, urban planning 85ha, 
Hatay, Vietnam, client : FPT Land Company Ltd

	 cost: confidential

2009	 Dan Phuong Hatay, urban planning, 260 ha, 	
Dan Phuong, Hatay, Vietnam 

	 client: Song Da 9 Joint Stock company
	 cost: confidential 

since 2008	 Palexpo, transformation of the Exhibition centre, 
Geneva, Switzerland, client: Palexpo SA	

	 cost: 117 mioCHF

since 2008	 Logistics complex ICRC, International Committee of 
the Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland, client: ICRC

	 cost: 32 mioCHF
 
since 2008	 Housing development, quartier Grand-Pré, 	

Crans-près-Céligny, client: private
	 cost: confidential

main references



A&A Real Estate Grand-Pré SA, Geneva, Switzerland

CODHA (cooperative for associative housing), Geneva, Switzerland

Commune de Troinex, Geneva, Switzerland

Commune de Plan-les-Ouates, Geneva, Switzerland

Commune de Vernier, Geneva, Switzerland

Etat de Genève, Geneva, Switzerland

FIPOI, Fondation des Immeubles pour les Organisations 	
Internationales), Geneva, Switzerland

FPT Land Company Ltd.

Hanoi Investment & Business Development Joint Stock Company

HDB (Housing and Development Board), Singapore 

ICRC, International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, 	
Switzerland

IMPLENIA Developments, Geneva, Switzerland

JTI (Japan Tobacco International)

Karl Steiner AG, Genève-Zurich, Switzerland

ORASCOM, Altdorf, Switzerland

Palexpo S.A., Geneva, Switzerland

Song Da 9 Joint Stock company

Ville de Genève, Geneva, Switzerland

Vinacomin – coal import export joint stock company

WTO, World Trade Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

2010	 Residential buildings in Cressy, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
2nd prize

2010	 Three residential and commercial buildings in 	
Collonge-Bellerive, Geneva, Switzerland, 2nd prize

2009	 Punggol Waterfront, social housing, 1’800 apartments, 
Singapore, 1st prize

2009	 JTI headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland, 1st prize
2009	 Masterplan, La Chapelle-Les Sciers, Geneva, 	

Switzerland, 1st prize 
2009	 Three residential buildings in Troinex Geneva, 	

Switzerland, 1st prize
2009	 Visitor’s centre, ICRC - MICR, International Committee 

of the Red Cross and International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Museum, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
1st prize

2009	 Child care centre in Pinchat, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
2nd prize

2009	 Housing and child care centre in Veyrier, Geneva, 	
Switzerland, 2nd prize

2009	 Council building, Bernex, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
2nd prize

2009	 Giang Vo Complex, Hanoi, Vietnam, 2nd prize
2009	 Coalimex office building, 1st prize 
2009	 FPT Headquarters, Hanoi, Vietnam, 2nd prize

2008	 Logistics complex ICRC - International Committee of 
	 the Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland, 1st prize

2007	 Andermatt, high standard houses, Andermatt, Uri, 	
Switzerland, 1st prize

2007	 Swiss pavillon at the world expo 2010 in Shanghai, 
(China), 2nd prize

2007	 Urban planning “Gas Factory” (Usine à Gaz), Geneva, 
Switzerland, 3rd prize

2006	 Residential building, les Grottes, Geneva, Switzerland, 
1st prize

2005	 Housing complex, Bellevue, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
1st prize

2005	 Expansion and renovation of the Champ-Dollon prison, 
Geneva, Switzerland, 2nd prize

2005	 Expansion of the IUCN, World Conservation Union, 
Gland, Vaud, Switzerland, special mention

2004	 Montreux Town Hall, Vaud, Switzerland, 3rd prize

2003	 International competition for the expansion of the WTO 
Geneva, Switzerland, 2nd prize, awarded project 

2003	 Green House, Canton Geneva’s department of environ-
ment, Geneva, Switzerland, 	
1st prize 

2003	 School in Satigny, Geneva, Switzerland, 2nd prize
2003	 Local housing for the elderly, Genolier, Geneva, 	

Switzerland, 2nd prize

competitions list of clients



articles

Sylvain Ménetrey, “Architectes du réel”, BABOOTime, Largeur.com, 
August - September 2010

Mireille Descombes, “Exposition et congrès”, L’Hebdo, 
August 5 2010

“Attraction of waterfront flats”,The Straits Times, July 14 2010

“Es rappelt in der Kiste”, Baunetzwoche, #181, July 9 2010

“Des architectes chez Weetamix”, 20Minutes, July 2 2010

“group8, aviario, Ginebra”, Arquitectura Viva – 140 Monografias, 
June 2010

Hoe Pei Shan, “Big and beautiful Punggol”,The Straits Times, 
June 23 2010

“group8: environment house”, designboom, June 2010

“Birdcage for exotic birds in a public garden”, Architonic, May 2010

Bui Thanh Huong, Kien Truc & Doi Song, March 2010

Lorette Coen, “Villa S, Bellevue”, Espaces Contemporains, April 2010

Léo Biétry,“Philippe Decrauzat et group8, le jeu avec la perception”, 	
VISO architecture, no1, January 2010

Vu Hoang Ha, Kien truc & Doi song, January 2010

Verena Doerfler, “Voliere im Genfer Stadtpark Bois de la Bâtie”, 
Archithese, January 2010

HaNa Kim, “Birdcage for Exotic Birds”, C3, 305, January 2010

“First public housing project along Punggol Waterway get 	
eco-Friendly features”, Channel News Asia, November 11 2009   

Uma Shankari, “group8 asia-Aedas design for Punggol homes”, 
The Business Times, November 2009

Zaobao, November 2009

Jessica Cheam, “Resort-style design for Waterfront flats”, 	
The Straits Times, November 2009 

Dao Xuan Khanh Tran, Dep Magazine, August - September 2009

Vu Hoang Ha, Kientruc & Doisong, January 2009

Kräfte Balancieren, Tech 21, August 2009

Jonathan Bell & Ellie Stathaki, “Architects directory”, Wallpaper, 
August 2009

Els Zijlstra, Concrete Projects, Materials, index 09, June 2009

Mireille Descombes, “Génération sans frontières”, L’Hebdo, n°21, 
May 2009

Werner Huber, “Die Unbekannten ... Senkrechstarter am Lac Leman”, 	
Hochparterre, n°5, May 2009

Anders Modig, “Flygfärdig form”,RUM, March 2009

Giampiero Sanguigni, “One approach fits all”, A10, n°25, 	
January - February 2009

Thierry Vial, “Vietnam, nouvel eldorado des entreprises suisses”, 
Bilan, n° 255, 27 August 2008

TSR, Téléjournal, 19:30, “Le Vietnam ouvre ses portes aux entre-
preneurs suisses”, August 3 2008

Vincent Poinas, “Audace en altitude”, Citizen K International, 
summer 2008

Alberto Clementi, “Contesto, as found”, Bienale du paysage, 
les Alpes et la montagne, June 2008

publications Maxime Pégatoquet, “L’arc en ciel de Chêne-Bougeries”, 	
Fémina déco, n°2 summer 2008

Philipp Esch, “Schweizer Pavillon an der Expo 2010 Shanghai”, 
Hochparterre, n°3, 2007

Jeff Gianadda, “Vivre en vigne”, Tendance déco, n° 3-2007

Rahel Marti, “Tourismusresort Andermatt, wie geht es weiter?”, 
Hochparterre, n° 5, 2007

Stève Honsberger, “Group8 architectes, la durabilité comme 
avant-garde”, Agefi, n° 146, August 2 2006 

Thierry Mandoul, “Un palais du travail en Suisse”, Archiscopie, 
n°59, May-June 2006

Win a House, “12 Häuser für heute und morgen”, Beilage zu 
Hochparterre, n° 5, 2006 

Jean-Claude Ferrier, “Chez group8, l’union fait la force”, Tribune 
de Genève, January 10 2006

“Tectonic logos”, Bidoun, spring/summer 2005

Peter Omachen, “Meister der Synergetik”, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 
May 6 2005

Eric Grant, “Group8: an architectural factory”, Hors ligne, n°106, 
winter 2004/2005

Werner Huber “Ständig auf der Suche nach dem Dialog”, 	
SonntagsZeitung, June 13 2004 

Bruno Marchand, “Un peu plus qu’un immeuble “, Faces, n°54, 
Spring 2004

Ruedi Weidmann, “Group8 – Vers une architecture pop”, Tec 21, 
n°43, October 2004

TSR, TVnews, 19.30 - dossier sur l’architecture en Suisse, 	
October 30 2003

lectures

AICO, Architecture International Congress, Porto, Portugal, 	
October 3-4 9 2010

Canaction, Kiev, Ukraine, May 2010

Teaching at Hanoi Architectural University, 2007- 2008

SCC, Swiss Culturel Center, Paris, May 2009

Forum de l’architecture, Bienne, June 2008

“As found, the context”, ALPS, Biennale du paysage, les Alpes 
et la montagne, June 2008

“Transfert”, atelier de projet Adrien Besson, invited professor, 	
jointmaster, Ecole d’ingénieurs et d’architectes de Fribourg, 
april 2008

Théorie et histoire de l’architecture, Bruno Marchand, EPFL, 
Lausanne, February 2007

Architekturforum, Zurich, May 2005

CISBAT, Presentation of the Environmental House, EPFL, 
August 2005

books

Robyn Beaver, “Crans-près-Céligny Houses”, 21st Century Houses, 
Images Publishing, 2010

Ethel Baraona Poh, lLiliana Bollini, Remodelled homes, 
Loft Publications and Reditar Libros, S.L., Barcelona, 2009




